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September 11

Joint Task Force Bravo service members watch a presentation dealing with the events surrounding Sept. 11 during arememberance ceremony at
thedining facility. Thursday marked the second anniversary of the terrorist attack on the World Trade Towers, the Pentagon, and United Flight 9 3.

Photo by Spc. James-Denton Wyllie

Honduras experiencing pink eye epidemic

By Maj. Mary T. Cristal

Chief of Preventive Medicine Services

Hondurasisexperiencing aconjunctivitisepi-
demic.

The outbreak began several weeks ago and
quickly spread, affecting 30,000 people.

Conjunctivitis, commonly known as “Pink
Eye,” istheinflammation of the conjunctiva, the
thin, transparent layer that linesthe inner eyelid
and coversthewhite part of theeye.

Conjunctivitiscan becaused by bacteria, virus-
es, allergies, or chemicals. Thebacterial andviral
formsarecontagious. A virusissuspectedinthe

conjunctivitisoutbreak inHonduras.

Signsand symptoms of conjunctivitismay in-
cludered, irritated eye(s), burning or scratchy feel-
ing, and sometimesawatery or purulent (pus) dis-
charge. Untreated conjunctivitiscan lead to seri-
ouscomplications.

Conjunctivitisspreadsvery easily. Thevirusis
containedintearsandin

drainageor dischargefromtheeyes. Itispossi-
ble to contract the disease by touching infected
clothing, towels, or other objects such asinfected
doorknobs, phones, and computer keyboards.

Hand washing is the number one preventive
measurein stopping the spread of conjunctivitis.

e

Wash your handswith soap and water frequently,
especially after touching doorknobs, phones, com-
puter keyboards, and other objectsthat areused by
multiplepersons.

Any servicemember that i ssuspected of having
conjunctivitisshould reportto MEDEL forimme-
diateevaluation and appropriatetreatment.

Sofar, 20 casesof conjunctivitishave beendi-
agnosed among Joint Task Force-Bravo military
and civilianemployees. Tohelpfight thespread of
conjunctivitis on Soto Cano, fifty doses of med-
ication havebeen donated totheHonduran Acade-
my Clinic, by MEDEL, to baseemployeesaffect-
ed by thisdisease.
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JTF-Bravo members rewarded

By Spc. James-Denton Wyllie
Editor

Nineteen Joint Task Force Bravo service members
wererecognizedfor their hardwork by Col. William G,
Phelps, JTF-Bravo commander, Sept. 2.

Collectively, thegroup wasresponsiblefor helping
aHonduran Army contingent deploy to Irag Aug. 12-
13.

Phel psthanked the service membersfor their hard
work and dedicationto duty.

“I don’tknow if you all fully realized just what you
were apart of,” he said. “You all contributed to the
largest peace keeping operation supportedin Joint Task
ForceBravohistory.”

After therecognition ceremony, the service mem-
bersweregiven coinsby their individual commanders.

SUBMISSIONS

The lguana is always looking for submis-
sions. Any articles, photos or letters to be

submitted to The lguana should be sentto
the PAO at james.wyllie@jtfb.southcom.
mil or delivered to the Public Affairs Office,
Bldg. D-06 . If you have questions about
possible submissions call ext. 4150 0r 4676
totalk to the editor.

Photo by Spc. James-Denton Wyllie

JTF-Bravo Commander Col. William J. Phelps Jr. presents Sgt. 1st Class Lance Harris with a certificate. T he
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Keeping Soto Cano connected

Photo by Spc. James-Denton Wyllie

The 12members of the Soto Cano Air Base switch board operator staff receive certificates of appreciation Sept. 8.

SCAB switchboard
operators thanked
forjob well done

By Spc. James-Denton Wyllie
Editor

Theservicemembersof Joint
Task ForceBravo recognizedthe
hard work of the SCAB switch-
board operator staff Sept. 8 at the
basetheater.

Each staff member wasawarded
acertificateof achievement by Lt.
Col. DouglasRobertson, ARFOR
commander.

“All of usknow how important
your roleisinday today opera-
tions,” said Robertson. “ Any one of
uswho callshomeappreciatesyour
value.”

Theswitchboard staff consistsof
12 memberswho areresponsible
for theoperation of thetelephone
communicationsnetwork. 24 hours
aday, sevendaysaweek
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Lt. Col.Jack Briggs, AFFOR commander presents agiftto a
Honduran child during the AFFOR orphanage visit Sept. 10.

A Honduran boy sits by thewindow of aChinook helicopter. The child was one of agroup of

Photo by Spc.James-enton yIIie u
Honduran kids climb up aladderin an Air
Force C-5during an orphanage visit.

| AFFOR brings orphans to

By Spc. James-Denton Wyllie isdedicated to bringin
Editor satisfactionin meeting
Uponarrival to Sotc

For many adults, the chanceto spend aday with groupsand headed out
American servicememberswould beanovel experi-  tour variousareasthrol
A ence. placesthekidshad anc
------- B, S However, tothe 90 Honduran orphansthat visited  cargoareaof aC-5, the
. Joint Task Force Bravo personnel at Soto Cano Air ter, and the cockpitsof
Base Sept. 10, theday wasafun-filled adventurethat  Alongtheway, they m
had asignificantimpact ontheway they perceivethe membersat work.
United Statesmilitary. “Thereisalot of po\
“Today isHonduras snational children’ sday,” from,” said Airman 1sl
saidLt. Col. Jack Briggs, AFFOR commander.“For  makesmefeel goodto
these orphanstoday hasan extraspecial meaningbe-  thesekidsand answert
causethey get to spend theday with asquadronwho Thehighlight of the

Photo by Spc. James-Denton Wyllie
Airman 1st Class Cris Pennock holds afire hose for Honduran kids to spray.
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Photo by Spc. James-Denton Wyllie

A Honduran boy grabs the steering column of an UH-47
Chinook helicopter during AFFOR’s children’s day Sept. 10.
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swho celebrated Honduras’s National Children’s Day with airmen at Soto Cano Sept. 10.

) oby Spc.James-Den yIIi
Air Force Master Sgt. Ernie Rudd swims
withaHonduran girl during children’s day.

)to Cano for funfilled day

oy and gets personal apool party at whichthechildren had lunch and en-

2eds.” joyed cakewith servicemembers. After theparty, the
‘hechildrensplitinto  kidsweregiven presentsby JTF-Bravo members.
air military escortsto “Thesekidsabsolutely loveit whenever we can

thebase. Someofthe  spendtimewiththem,” said Briggs. “ Something as

nity tovisitwerethe simpleasholding ahand or giving asmileisbetter

rof aChinook helicop- thanany giftwecangive.”

ranfighter planes. Asthelast buspreparedtodriveaway, thechil-

okewithJTF-Bravo  dren’scheerscouldstill beheard. Small handsthrust
themselves out of windowsasthekidswaved back to

erethesekidscome thelineof service memberswho had spent theday

>risPennock. “It withthem. Finally, thebusstarted toroll and the hap-
“hanceto speak to py criesof childrenfaded away.
astions.” “Today wasagood day,” said Staff Sgt. Donald

theboysandgirlswas Harris.“No, today wasan excellent day.” — - "
Photo by Spc. James-Denton Wyllie

Honduran orphans tour aChinook helicopter during AFFOR’s children’s day.
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Marines, airmen hone stick fighting skills
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Marine Lance Cpl. Nathan Myers puts Marine Pfc. Christopher Hughes into an arm lock during stick fighting training Sept. 4. Marine and Air Force Joint Se-
curity Force members practiced avariety of strikes, grapples and immobilization techniques in order to increase their fighting proficiency with their batons.

Photos by Spc. James-Denton Wyllie
Editor

Marines Pfc. Bryan Scott (top) and Pfc. Raymond Pelly grapple. Be-
low, Pfc.Michael Yeary (left)and Lance Cpl. George Hook square off.

Senior Airman Michael Landess dons a
protective combat suitduring training.

Senior Airman BrendaFlores and 1st Lt.
Paul Stubbs practice low stick blocks.
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AF doctors bring hopeto sick children

........
I L

Photos by Spc. James-Denton Wyllie
Editor

Airmen medics from Wilford
Hall Medical Center, Lackland
Air Force Base, Texas, operate
on disabled Honduran chil-
drenduring two week visit.

Air ForceLt.Col.John D.Krause consults with other-
doctors over apatient’s x-ray priorto surgery.

e
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By Chaplain (Capt.) Tommy Vaughn
JTF-bravo Command Chaplain

Sept. 11,2001, aday now etchedin
history. Four flightsleft the East Coast
headed for theWest Coast, yet not one
person aboard any of thoseflights
wouldsurvive. Terrorist hijackersflew
two planesintotheWorld Trade Center
towers, killing thousands of innocent
people. A third planeexplodedintothe
Pentagon, whilethelast plane crashed
into aPennsylvaniafield.

Familieslost fathers, mothersand
children. Co-workersandfriendswere
suddenly gone, buried amid therubble.
Hoursearlier breakfastshad been eaten,
spouseskissed, children hugged and
homesleft for thelast time. Who could
haveknownitwouldall end-injusta
moment?

Just asthe sensel ess attacks de-
stroyed buildingsand our feelingsof se-
curity, they al so threatened our concept
of aloving God. Whenweremember
thedeadly nervegasreleasedin Tokyo
subways, the high-school studentsmas-
sacred at Columbineand the Oklahoma
City bombing, belief inaloving Godis
atall order. WherewasGodinthose
critical momentsthat meant thedif-
ferencebetween lifeand death for so
many?

Hewasthere,inNew York and

Washington, Tokyoand Columbine. He
waswiththosewholived and thosewho
died, hearingevery prayer. Hefeltthe
anguish of every person sufferingin
confused darknessand silence. He
grieved over the hideoussin perpetrated
onthoseinnocent people, but Hewasn't
surprised. Evil choicesfrequently af-
fectinnocent lives. God’ scommand-
ments, designed to protect mankind
from harm, had onceagainbeenig-
nored. Evil had again been chosen over
good. Thisisthepriceof freedom.
Thosewho could havechosentolove,
choseinsteadto hate.

| havethreechildrenwhom| love
andwouldliterally diefor. They love
me, too, but no oneforcesthemto. Itisa
choice. Whilehopefully | haveproven
worthy of their love, oneday they could
choosenot toloveme, or evento hate
me. Either way, itwill betheir choice.
Though | teachmy childrento dogood,
othersinfluencethemtodoevil. Some-
timesthey make good choices, some-
timesthey don’t. Thisisapainful reali-
ty | livewith. Thesamehuman racethat
produced penicillin also produced
nervegas. Fromthe samepool of hu-
manity cameM other Teresaand Osama
binLaden.

Wecan't helpasking, “What kind of
Godwould alow someonetoinflict
suffering and even death oninnocent

men, womenand children?” These
guestions cannot be completely an-
swered from our perspective. Butisthe
presenceof evil any proof that God
doesn'tloveus? If GodisaGod of love
because my son cameback from Viet-
nam, what will the parent or spousecon-
cludewhoseloved onedidn’t come
back? If GodisaGod of |ovebecause
my cancer goesinto remission, what
will the person concludewhose cancer
ragesout of control? If God’ sgoodness
dependsonwhether aloved onesur-
vivedtheterrorists attack, how could
weever cometo aconsensusabout what
Godislike?
GodlovesusbecauseitisHisnature
tolove. Hedoesnot haveto choosebe-
tweenevil or good, for evil hasno ap-
peal toHim. HeisaGod of unending
compassion. We, however, liveina
worldthat offerseveryonechoices. We
canchoosetolove, or hate. Unwilling
tomakeusrobots, God hasgivenus
freedom. | havenever killed anyone,
but I haveat timesbeencruel, selfish
andunkindtoothers. | havefrequently
chosen evil over good. Perhapsyou can
identify. Weliveinaworld of choice,
andtoo oftenthechoicesareevil ones.
Many areaskingintheir anguish,
Why didn’t God intervenefor thevic-
tims? ButHedid! Hediedfor them
long beforethey wereborn, evenfor

e

Photo by Spc.James-Denton Wyllie
JTF-Bravo personnel observeamoment of silence forthosewho died on Sept.11,2001. The day was theworst terroist attack on American soil in U.S. history.

Remembering September 11th

thosewho would never believein Him.
God doesnot hideintimesof trouble.
Heprovedthat onacross2,000years
ago. Inthecritical moment that spelled
thedifferencebetweenlifeand death
for everyoneinthewholeworld,
throughall of time, Godintervened. He
who could haveremained safely in
heaven choseto takeon humanform
and, likeabraverescueworker, put
Himself directly into harm’ sway.
“Thereisnogreater lovethan Hewho
laysdown Hislifefor another” (John
15:13).

Althoughthousandsof peopledied
inaTuesday of terrorismthat wewill
never forget, God bidsusto consider the
Lifeavailableafter death. Wecanac-
cept God' sact of love, through Jesus, on
our behalf, asour entryway to eternity
withHim, or wecanignore God'’ sinter-
vention and spend our eternity without
Him.

Our world doesn’t alwaysmake
sense. |namoment we can experience
tragedy and pain. Sometimesgreat
pain. But throughfaith, God haspro-
vided away toliveinaworld of evil
with peaceand hope. Inamoment we
can choosefaith - amoment with eter-
nal implications.

If youneedtotalk, contact CH (CPT)
Tommy Vaughn, JTF-Bravo Command
Chaplain at 6844 or 6845.



